MEMORANDUM  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION  OF  INTEREST  TO  RELIGIOUS  GROUPS 

Issued  by  the 

Friends  Comicittee  on  National  Legislation 
2111  Florida  Avenue,  N.  W, 

Washington  8,  D.  C. 


HOUSE  COMMITTEE  STARTS  SELECTIVE  SERVICE  HEARINGS 


Just  as  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  was  completing  its  hearings  on  UMT  and  Selec¬ 
tive  Service  (SS) ,  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee  announced  that  it  would  start  SS 
hearings  of  its  own  to  begin  on  April  12.  The  House  Committee  acted  on  UMT  last  year,  em¬ 
bodying  its  ideas  in  the  Towe  bill  (H.  R.  U273),  which  has  since  been  bottled  up  in  the 
Ruleo  Committee.  The  House  group  now  indicates  that  it  may  defer  action  on  UMT  for  the 
present,  in  the  hope  of  getting  a  quicker  vote  and  enactment  of  the  SS  program.  The  House 
Committee  plans  to  report  out  its  SS  bill  on  April  7>  in  advance  of  the  open  hearings. 

DEFENSE  DEPARTMENT  SENDS  JOINT  UMT  -  AND  -  SS  BILL  TO  SENATE  COMMITTEE 

On  April  2,  the  Department  of  Defense  submitted  to  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  a 
bill  calling  for  joint  enactment  of  Universal  Military  Training  and  Selective  Service.  The 
Senate  Committee,  which  has  been  hearing  testimony  on  the  general  principles  involved, 
starts  consideration  of  the  Defense  Department's  bill  on. April  6,  with  the  aim  of  getting  a 
revised  version  out  for  Senate  vote  the  week  of  April  12. 

In  brief,  the  SS  bill  calls  for  a  two-year  draft  of  19-through-25  years  old,  with  220,000 
to  be  conscripted  the  first  year.  Most  World  War  II  veterans  would  escape  the  draft  but 
those  with  less  than  18  months'  service  will  be  liable  for  service  in  the  Reserves.  The 
UMT  program  would  start  taking  boys  at  18,  involving  850,000  youths  at  peak  operation. 

Basic  UMT  training  covers  six  months;  "alternatives"  would  require  a  minimum  of  six 
additional  months  military  work. 

For  conscientious  objectors,  the  SS  portion  of  the  bill  provides  non-combatant  service  in 
the  army,  or  "work  of  national  importance"  under  civilian  direction.  Their  exemption 
deoends  on  demonstration,  based  on  religious  training  and  belief,  that  the  individual 
recognizes  a  "Supreme  Being  involving  duties  superior  to  those  arising  from  any  human 
relation."  Grounds  for  exemption  do  not  include  "essentially  sociological  or  philosophical 
views  or  a  merely  personal  moral  code."  Neither  the  basis  for  exemption  nor  the  provisions 
for  alternate  service  are  satisfactory.  The  bill  does  provide,  however,  that  conscientious 
objectors  will  for  the  first  time  receive  pay,  dependency  allowances  and  certain  death 
benefits. 
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The  UMT  section  of  the  joint  bill  provides  that  after  six  months  basic  training,  each  boy  < 
must  choose  one  of  eleven  alternative  programs,  requiring  a  minimum  of  six  months  ad¬ 
ditional  training.  Ten  of  the  alternatives  spell  out  the  kind  of  training  required.  The 
eleventh  alternative,  however,  is  described  as  follows:  ”Such  other  alternative  programs 
established  by  the  (National  Security  Training)  Commission  which  the  Commission  shall 
determine  to  be  of  comparable  importance  to  the  national  security  and  to  constitute  an 
equal  obligation  on  the  part  of  the  trainee  The  vagueness  of  this  alternative  gives 

the  Commission  wide  latitude  in  devising  programs  of  "importance  to  the  national  security," 

Last  summer  the  House  Armed  Services  Committee  introduced  a  UMT  bill  (H.  R.  1:278)  which 
contained  a  detailed  "code  of  conduct,"  and  a  long  list  of  punishments  for  violation  of 
laws  and  regulations.  The  present  Senate  version  does  not  give  these  details,  but  does 
make  general  reference  to  a  code  of  conduct  and  to  rules  and  regulations,  both  presumably 
to  be  formulated  by  the  Training  Commission.  The  Senate  measure  provides,  further,  that 
any  person  "who  knowingly  counsels,  aids  or  abets  another  to  refuse  or  evade  registration, 
induction  or  training  or  any  of  the  requirements  ...  or  ...  rules  or  regulations,"  or  any 
person  "irtio  shall  knowingly  hinder  or  interfere  or  attempt  to  do  so  in  any  way  with  the 
administration  ...  or  the  rules  or  regulations..."  of  UMT  shall  be  liable  to  imprisonment 
for  five  years  or  a  fine  of  $10,000  or  both.  By  not  spelling  out  what  constitutes  the  code  o 
of  conduct  and  rules  and  regulations,  and  idiat  would  constitute  "hindering"  the  UMT  program, 
the  authorities  retain  to  themselves  extreme  freedom  to  suppress  free  speech  and  action  of 
Americans  once  the  UMT  bill  may  be  enacted. 

SENATE  COMMITTEE  CLOSES  UMT  HEARINGS 

Defense  hearings,  started  by  the  Senate  Armed  Services  Committee  on  March  17,  came  to  a 
close  on  April  3.  It  was  clear  that  the  evidence  presented  against  UMT  and  Selective 
Service  had  little  weight  with  the  Senate  Committee. 

Senator  Chan  Gurney,  the  Committee  chairman,  had  opened  the  proceedings  by  saying:  "We 
expect  the  hearings  commencing  today  to  be  enlightening  and  useful  in  our  consideration 
of  this  problem  ..."  and  that  any  personal  views  of  the  Committee  members  "will  not  in¬ 
fluence  In  any  way  the  Committee* s  desire  to  conduct  these  hearings  in  a  fair,  impartial 
and  unprejudiced  manner...."  Actual  conduct  of  the  hearings,  however,  contradicted  these 
fine  words. 

1.  The  Committee's  basic  strategy  was  to  schedule  at  least  one  big-name  proponent  of  UMT 
and  SS  on  each  day  of  hearings.  This  blanketed  the  opposition  witnesses  and  gave  the 
major  press  and  radio  coverage  to  the  proponents. 

2.  On  March  22,  before  a  single  opposition  witness  had  been  heard.  Senator  Gurney  told 
the  press  that  10  of  the  Committee's  13  members,  in  his  opinion,  were  convinced  of 
the  absolute  necessity  for  both  UMT  and  SS. 

3.  Individual  pro-UMT  witnesses  were  generally  allowed  more  time  to  testify  than  the 
opposition  witnesses.  Further,  by  holding  hearings  morning  and  aftemocxi  -  and  by 
calling  up  as  many  as  1$  witnesses  a  day  -  major  opposition  groups  were  placed  in  the 
position  of  testifying  at  the  end  of  the  day  to  only  one  or  two  Committee  members, 
with  the  press  and  general  attendance  largely  dissipated.  About  90  witnesses 
altogether  testified  in  the  twelve  days  of  hearings. 

U.  In  the  rush  to  finish  hearings  by  April  3>  the  Committee  peremptorily  cancelled  a 
number  of  invitations  previously  issued  to  opposition  groups.  Other  'opposition  wit¬ 
nesses  were  scheduled  and  rescheduled  as  many  as  three  times  before  being  heard. 

5.  Ccxnmittee  attitude  toward  witnesses  was  noticeably  varied.  Proponents  of  UMT  and  SS  f 
were  cordially  greeted  or  complimented  on  their  statements;  opponents  got  a  cool 
reception. 
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We  recite  these  criticisms  so  that  there  may  be  a  better  understanding  of  the  background 
against  trtiich  the  Senate  hearings  were  conducted.  The  general  public  may  believe  that  the 
Senate  Committee  counted  on  these  hearings  to  develop  basic  facts  for  their  decision  to 
favor  or  oppose  UMT  and  SS.  But  it  was  quite  clear  that  the  issue  had  been  largely 
decided  before,  even  the  first  witness  appeared  to  testify. 

Opposition  witnesses  appealed  to  the  Committee  to  resist  the  almost  hysterical  drift  to¬ 
ward  war,  which  would  be  accelerated  by  such  moves  as  UlfF,  Selective  Service,  and  in¬ 
creased  armaments.  They  argued  against  drafting  men  when  the  army  is  turning  down  volun¬ 
teers  and  ineffectively  using  its  present  reserves,  as  outlined  in  Collier* s  Magazine  of 
April  10.  They  pointed  out  that  direct  and  indirect  UHT  costs  would  add  $h  billion  to  the 
military  budget,  and  urged  instead  that  this  money  be  used  to  revitalize  the  United  Nations, 
to  rehabilitate  war-ruined  countries  peacefully,  and  to  strengthen  democracy  at  home. 

C0NC5RESS  STILL  HOLDS  BACK  ON  WORLD  HEALTH  ORGANIZATION 

At  the  19U5  United  Nations  Conference  in  San  Francisco,  the  United  States  was  a  major 
sponsor  of  the  World  Health  Organization,  and  worked  for  the  establishment  of  an  interim 
Commission.  Since  then,  the  Commission  has  dramatically  justified  its  existence  by  its 
action  during  the  recent  Egyptian  cholera  epidemic,  by  formulating  a  global  tuberculosis 
control  program,  and  by  sending  medical  teams  into  eight  countries. 

Despite  this,  the  United  States  is  not  yet  a  .formal  member  of  the  WHO.  Cost  is  not  a 
serious  factor,  since  our  share  of  the  Organization's  annual  budget  would  be  only 
$2,000,000.  0^  failure  to  act,  moreover,  is  keeping  the  WHO  from  becoming  an  effective 

UN  agency.  Twenty-four  countries  including  Russia  are  already  signatories  to  the  WHO 
Charter,  out  of  the  necessary  twenty-six. 

United  States  action  depends  on  Congressional  approval  of  3.  J.  Res.  98,  now  shelved  in 
the  House  Rules  Committee.  Chairman  Leo  Allen  and  other  members  of  the  Rules  Committee 
should  be  encouraged  to  report  out  the  Resolution  for  a  vote.  Formal  establishment  of 
the  WHO  would  be  a  real  boon  to  the  cause  of  world  health  and  world  cooperation. 

SENATE  PASSES  FEDERAL  AID  TO  EDUCATION  MEASURE 

With  a  bi-partisan  vote  of  58  to  22,  the  Senate  on  April  1  passed  the  federal  aid  to  edu¬ 
cation  bill,  S.  U72,  sponsored  by  Senator  Robert  A.  Taft  and  others.  This  bill,  described 
in  FCNL  Newsletter  No.  U9,  authorizes  a  federal  grant  of  $300  million  a  year  to  equalize 
educational  opportunities  for  children  in  elementary  and  secondary  schools  throughougt the 
United  States.  The  states  can  allocate  federal  funds  to  private  and  parochial  schools, 
if  state  funds  also  are  so  used. 

Outlook  for  the  bill  in  the  House  is  not  too  encouraging.  We  suggest  that  you  write  your 
Congressman  urging  passage  of  federal  aid  to  education  now.  This  bill  is  the  first  major 
social  welfare  measure  passed  by  either  House  of  the  80th  Congress. 

"SEND  THESE,  THE  H0MEI£SS,  TEMPEST-TOSSED  TO  ME" 

These  words,  inscribed  on  our  Statue  of  Liberty,  are  a  tragic  reminder  of  the  failure  of 
the  Congress  for  three  years  to  pass  legislation  admitting  displaced  persons.  The 
Republican  leadership  in  the  Senate  has  indicated  that  action  might  be  taken  soon  on  the 
Wiley*Revercomb  bill,  S.  22U2,  some  of  whose  serious  inadequacies  were  pointed  out  in 
Newsletter  No.  50. 

Amendments  have  been  offered  by  Senators  Ferguson,  Smith,  Cooper,  McGrath  and  Saltonstall 
which  would  greatly  improve  the  bill  and  idiich  should  be  supported.  One  would  double  the 
number  eligible  and  provide  for  the  admission  of  200,000  within  the  next  two  years. 
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Another  amendment  provides  that  a  fair  cross  section  of  all  groups  and  elements  among  the  ^ 
displaced  persons  shall  be  included  within  the  number  admitted  instead  of  the  large  | 

preference  to  agricultural  workers  and  persona  originally  from  the  Baltic  States.  The 
time  would  also  be  extended  from  December  22,  19U5  to  April  21,  19U7  in  which  entrance  into 
Germany,  Austria  or  Italy  would  make  people  eligible  for  immigration  into  the  United  States! 
Now  is  the  time  for  urging  your  Senators  to  vote  for  these  amendments  to  the  Senate  bill. 

In  the  House  the  Stratton  bill  to  all  intents  and  purposes  is  dead.  Representative  Frank 
E.  Fellows  of  Maine,  chairman  of  the  sub-committee  on  Immigration  and  Naturalization  of 
the  Judiciary  Committee,  the  person  because  of  his  position  most  responsible  for  holding 
up  the  Stratton  bill,  is  reported  to  have  a  measure  drafted  for  admitting  200,000  dis¬ 
placed  persons  within  a  two-year  period.  However,  they  would  be  classified  as  immigrants 
by  mortgaging  future  quotas  of  the  country  of  origin  by  50  per  cent  each  year.  Representa¬ 
tive  James  G.  Fulton  is  preparing  a  measure  which  would  admit  a  greater  number  and  would 
not  mortgage  fut\ire  quotas. 

JUDICIARY  COMMITTEE  REPORTS  DOLLIVER  BILL 

The  Dolliver  bill,  H.  R.  2286,  reported  out  of  the  House  Judiciary  Ccwnmittee  on  March  18,  « 
is  now  on  the  unanimous  consent  calendar  of  the  House.  This  bill  would  amend  the 
Nationality  Act  of  19h0  to  require  applicants  for  citizenship  to  swear  to  bear  arms,  if 
required,  in  support  and  defense  of  the  United  States.  Such  a  bill  would  have  excluded 
William  Penn,  Jane  Addams,  Rufus  M.  Jones,  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick,  E.  Stanley  Jones,  and 
Mahatma  Gandhi,  if  they,  for  example ,  had  applied  for  citizenship  under  such  a  law  as 
proposed.  It  violates  the  principle  of  religious  freedom.  It  glorifies  the  war^aaking 
state  over  the  peace-loving  state. 

EUROPEAN  RECOVERY  PLAN  BECOMES  LAW  i 

• 

The  European  Recovery  Program  became  law  on  April  3.  Felix  Belair,  Jr.  says  in  The  New 
YorkTimes,  "V/hat  was  to  have  been  a  measure  of  economic  aid  to  Europe  changed  unnoticed 
to  a  '^asure  short  of  war*  to  counteract  Russian  influence.**  Of  the  $6,098,000,000  total, 
$5.3  billion  are  for  European  relief;  $275  million  go  into  military  supplies  for  Greece 
and  Turkey;  $U63  million  are  for  aid  to  China,  of  which  over  275^  can  be  used  for  pur¬ 
chasing  military  supplies;  and  the  remaining  $60  million  are  for  the  United  Nations 
Children's  Emergency  Fund.  Effectiveness  of  ERP's  billions  in  rebuilding  Europe  and  China 
will  depend  on  United  States  leadership  in  peaceful  solution  of  world  problems. 

E.  Raymond  Wilson 
C.  Lloyd  Bailey 
George  Loft 
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Hdai'^ted  rro.'.i;  Cw'drjCia.PTir''iI  MJjS,  sjashinj^ton,  D.  C. 

.-..CTb  iiBOUT  b^L-.CTIVi-  bi:  iVIC. 


April  3,  19U3 


1.  Tbe  ^rssid'^n'  rroposed  .'selective  Service  without  consulting  any  Member's  of  Con- 
pros.',  or  the  DoMOci’atic  national  ComMittee.  I'^any  Conpressnien  do  not  believe  there 
is  sny  crisis  juatiiyiri,;;  oe.loctive  b^rvice. 

2.  .fieri  rcore senta* ivcs  of  the  Armed  r'orces  appeared  before  the  Senate  Armed  , Sc 'vices 
Com  !'.  I  cs  0  on  '..arch  13  they  were  so  taken  abaxk  vrith  the  President's  proposal  that  they 
v.AO'.?  net  ovon  nro;pared  to  discuss  their  exact  manpower  needs,  the  oasis  for  any  dis¬ 
cussion  of  bolective  .Service. 

3.  There  is  no  need  for  a  hasty  dec! s Jon  on  .Selective  .Service.  Mot  only  did  .Secret. c- 
ry  :.:oyail  say  on  i-.larch  2M'"  that  vrar  is  not  imminent,  hut  he  added  tii.at  "if  war  wore 
immlnvont"  we  would  need  an  all-out  effort.  No  all-out  effort  has  beon  proejsed  by  any 
government  sp  kesman.  '''(Senate  armed  Services  Comiiittce  hearings) 

1;. Hasty  a.ction  on  oeloctive  bei'vice  vvould  jeopardise  peace  .a.nd  nuropoan  recov-ery.  If 
the  which  heretofore  adopted  conscripticn  only  in  i.re.paration  for  v/ar,  shculd 

now  pass  another  draLt  lav/  ana  an  expended  .drmameats  rro-’rai:),  v/e  would  in  effect  serve 
liot  ice  on  the  world  that  .:e  are  preparing  for  w^ar.  jjurope  will  turn  its  resources,  in- 
cli’viing  o’lr  aid,  into  re-ar.uamBat,  an^j  roo.!  econo-aic  ri,‘covery  v/iii  oe  impossible. 

5.  The  threat  to  v/o stern  i^urope  i.nvelvod  in  the  nossibil.ity  of  the  Itaiia.n  elections 
going  Con  luni .st  does  not  justify  hasty  action  on  the  draft.  Italy  is  unlike  oth-or  na- 
tiXiS  •t’/V.ich  h.-.ve  already  come  u.nder  COy'nuni  iu  control,  .the  is  part  of  .xstorn  ourooe, 

v. 'her-oas  the  ’’Balkans  could  be  vropagandicvsc  v;;j  th  t’ne  "nan-slavic  unity"  and  more  readi¬ 
ly  .■)reosured  by  the  proximity  of  iu.:sla.  a.nd  hus.sian  'trooPS.  Italy  has  receiv'd  .more 
economic  aid.  an.'i  iiMre  political  attention  .from  t!ie  .cost,  .[f  Italy  chooses  in  a  free 
election  to  reject  oornmu'ntsm,  as  many  observers  predict,  the  totalitarian  tide  '"iil 
have  been  ctei.ined,  long,  enough  to  give  ...liP  a  chance  to  operate. 

6.  Pas.sa-re  of  oelective  bei’vice  nov.  ’voui;l  set  the  stage  for  voar  an  :  would  make  force 
and  the  tiireat  of  force  the  basis  of  our  foreign  policy,  buch  a  drastic  stop  should 
not  be  taken  v.l+.hout  ai'i  att.e.npt  to  solve  the  problems  that  ur.i.st  bet'.'.t'’-.;-;n  tbio  IJ.b.  and 
rlus.sia, 

7.  ihe  Army,  riavy,  and  Air  force  h.ave  net  sVio’mi  concxusive.ly  tyiat  the  Army  c^ni'.ot  ?;et 
enough  vol'unteers.  The  Army  has  not  met  the  '.'lera.  r.i.s  .xf  vc;ter:'.ns  .for  i.t  revision  of  the 
court-'Tiartiol  system;  it  has  rot  accepted  m^re  th.at  a  small  quota  of  i4egroc.c;  it  is 
no'N  rejectin,;  half  of  all  t'le  applicants  v.’ho  enlist  b' 'cause  otandar'ls  were  raised  from 
a  wartime  passing  •rade  of  59  to  a  grade  ..f  30  for  th..;  i.rmny,  and  a  grade  of  90  for 
the  .:.ir  vdree.  It  is  nvt  accenting  l3-moath  enlistments,  vet  fro..'i  'fetobor,  l^Uv  to 
i.iarch  3l,  19.40,  there  v:ere  m  .re  than  160,  OOO  id-month  enli  stments  in  tnc  Army.  Tins 
is  m  rc  thcin  the  .-^rmy  need.s  to  .meet  its  ivresent  authariAed  stre.-igth. 

3.  i"ie  an.d  air  force  h've  been  a.ble  to  get  all  t’^e  V'vlunteers  their  budget.3 

w. .uLd  porait.  inly  the  Army  has  h';id  any  problems.  It  is  ab''>ut  If'"", ono  me.n  shor-t  of 
the  Auth''ri/.eu  strength.  Mo  draft  should  b-e  passed  to  get  120,000  me";,  .especially 
wren  the  .ermy  is  not  exhausuir.g  the  possibixiti'cs  of  getting  volunteers. 

9.  There  bias  been  too  much  hehing-Vhe-scenes  talk  of  a  prevent'' ve  v/sr  —  th;.;t  'we  must 
go  t'x  ■.vcir  witf'i  i'cu.sfflt.,  before  she  gets  the  at'C'm  bomb,  as  ec.rly  as  h'ovember,  IT'i+o,  .'ien- 
ercl  faker  was  queted  as  say  ing  "thar  the  next  vvar  v/ ;ul;i  be  a  short  'Avir  of  unpo 'alleied 
de.CL'CUction,  .  .  ana  that  to  prevent  destruction  of  this  country  in  evwnL  of  s'uch  an 
attack,  we  .aust  strike  the  e.ncmy  first."  ^<hen  nigh  militocy  autb.o'rlties  ’vho  aav-ocate 
P':  sc  ■■ti'"'e  ■■•onscr  ipt  ion,  speak  of  str'iking  the  e.^erny  firot,  it  is  .liffi.cult  to  hc.ve 
conf'ide.ice  in  the  idea  that,  they  want  c:n.3crij‘tion  for  cefe.isc  or  f.^r  peaceful  oris. 


'MOan!  >'.ongres.3io  :al  sentiment  seems  to  be  swinging  r.way  froin  bilT  t3  ju.st  a  <lrr?.rt.  The 
above  points  sho’iid  be  str'O.ssed  in  your  letter  or  personal  contacts  v.'ilh  Ton..Te.3.snen. 


